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Importance of Printed Matter as Archives
—From a Case on the Evolution of English Names of Shimizu Corporation’s Research Organization —
Takashi Matsumoto and Keiichi Miyatani
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Printed matter has function to fix information on physical entities, which is important to retain information as
archives. This paper introduces a case that changes of official English names of the research organization in
Shimizu Corporation are confirmed based on archival study on printed matter published by the organization, such
as journals and pamphlets. By analyzing status of publications and process of changes of printed English names,
part of the development process of the research organization was revealed. Based on the case, authors point
advantages of printed matter against digital data in terms of authenticity and long-term preservation of

information. In addition, a future vision for digital archiving of printed matter is discussed.
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