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GasRecovery Test from Near-Surface GasHydratein Lake Baikal
by Shin’ya Nishio, Hirokazu Sugiyama, Tohru Abe, Takuro Odahara and Kimio Morino
Abgtract

In August 2008, we successfully demonstrated the recovery of methane gas from the bottom of Lake Baika where the water depth was
about 400 m. A stedl chamber with adiameter of 1.2 m and equipped with 32 water jet nozzles was used for the gas recovery. We attempted
to recover methane hydrate by dissolving it in water and pumping it up. The water jets were ingtaled to excavate sediments and dissolve
methane hydrate in water.  According to the measurements of the volume composition and the isotopic composition of recovery gas, most of
the recovered methane gas was revedled as to be originated from the methane hydrate layer. This system can be effectively used for gas
recovery from near-surface methane hydrate.
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