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Residents Activities for Restoring Life with Common Facilities and Equipments in High-rise
Condominiums after The Great East Japan Earthquake

-- A viewpoint from life-continuity planning in high-rise condominiums --
by Akiko Murata

Abstract

This study was designed to clarify the management of condominium facilities and equipment that are used after disasters. Hearings were
held in Sendai and Urayasu at condominiums that were stricken by the Great East Japan Earthquake to investigate the damage, the refuge
activities during and immediately after the earthquake, organized activities after the earthquake, the correspondence for restoring life, and
mutual support activities. The results of the hearing were arranged from the viewpoint of the practical use of common facilities and equipment
in the residents’ organized activities. The residents' association, disaster prevention organization, and the senior residents organization, which
had been active since before the earthquake, took the lead, and members able to work after the earthquake gathered. The need for flexible
correspondence based on the damage to buildings or life support equipment was clarified. Moreover, activities were managed from the
meeting rooms or entrance hall of a shelter, and information was broadcast using the emergency broadcasting equipment and bulletin boards.

The study showed that common facilities and equipment were utilized effectively.
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