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Research on Fair-Faced Concrete Finishes of Post-War Modern Architecture in Japan
—The National Museum of Western Art—
Naoki Hirai
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Constructed by Shimizu Corporation in 1959, the National Museum of Western Art is an example of modern
architecture. This paper describes the relationship between the museum's fair-faced concrete finish and its
architectural expression as revealed by the thoughts of the construction manager, the background behind those
thoughts, and the details of the construction process at the site. During construction, the fair-faced concrete finish,
which was not represented in the drawings, was manifested using existing Japanese building technology and

experience. As a result of the design development, construction documentation, and construction management, the

building’s characteristics were expressed.
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