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Study on Damage of Factories Caused by The 2016 Kumamoto Earthquake
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The author has been compiling information on damage and recovery days of factories caused by the 2016
Kumamoto earthquake by utilizing materials released by several corporations, and has been studying the relations
among the damage, the recovery days and the JMA seismic intensity scales. The relations have been also compared
with those in the 2011 off the Pacific coast of Tohoku earthquake. There was not much difference in the damage
ratios to buildings and facilities between these two earthquakes in the areas where the JMA seismic intensity scale
was larger than the lower 6 level. However, in the areas below the upper 5 level of the seismic intensity scale, the
damage ratios in the 2011 off the Pacific coast of Tohoku earthquake were larger than those in the 2016 Kumamoto
earthquake. This reason may come from the difference in the earthquake duration time. Several automobile and
machine factories needed 11~20 or 21~30 recovery days due to the suspension of parts supply even in the areas

below the 4 level of the seismic intensity scale.
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