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The biota of an urban biotope ten years after its construction

Sotaro Yonemura, Yutaka Hayashi and Kenji Nakamura
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We surveyed the biota of an urban biotope ten years after its construction and compared the findings with the
early- and mid-period results. The number of plant species increased from 200 to 296 and included several
endangered plants. Most planted trees were thriving. In each of the previous years, we had observed 13-18 bird
species, 10-13 dragonfly species, 9-11 butterfly species. In the tenth year, we observed nearly identical numbers of
these species. Of the 7 fish species, 4 species increased in number and 3 decreased in number. The estimated total
number of fish, however, had increased by a factor of about 2.5. These results show that an artificial green space in

an urban environment can maintain the good quality of habitats for a long period and improve urban biodiversity.
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